Skin grafting in otology.
Proper healing after surgery of the external auditory canal and open-cavity mastoid depend on epithelialization of exposed surfaces. This may be retarded by the formation of abundant granulation tissue or cicatrix, which can be dealt with by the use of thin, split-thickness skin grafts. This technique, which has received little attention in the literature, is described in detail and nine cases treated for various disorders are illustrated. Patient ages ranged from 5 to 80 years and the mean follow-up was 17.2 years. Results, complications, and caveats for successful grafting are presented.